
NIKKI TESLA AND THE 
FERRET- PROOF DEATH RAY

Jess Keating
Illustrated by LISSY Marlin

SCHOLASTIC PRESS

NEW YORK



Text copyright © 2019 by Jess Keating

Illustrations by Lissy Marlin, copyright © 2019 Scholastic Inc.

All rights reserved. Published by Scholastic Press, an imprint of Scholastic Inc.,  

Publishers since 1920. SCHOLASTIC, SCHOLASTIC PRESS, and associated log os  

are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc.

The publisher does not have any control over and does not assume  

any responsibility for author or third- party websites or their content.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval  

system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,  

photocopying, recording, or other wise, without written permission of the publisher.  

For  information regarding permission, write to Scholastic Inc., Attention:  

Permissions Department, 557 Broadway, New York, NY 10012.

This book is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are  either  

the product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously, and any  

resemblance to  actual persons, living or dead, business establishments,  

events, or locales is entirely coincidental.

Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Keating, Jess, author.

Title: Nikki Tesla and the ferret- proof death ray / Jess Keating.

Description: New York: Scholastic Press, 2019. | Series: Elements of Genius ; 1 |  

Summary: Nikki Tesla is a genius, so mostly she finds school boring, and  

amuses herself by inventing  things, like her mysterious missing  father; trou ble is  

most of her inventions have serious, lethal potential (like the death ray, which just  

blew a hole in her f loor); so she and her ferret are hustled off to the special Genius  

Acad emy with classmates who are equally exceptional, although she still worries  

about fitting in— but when her death ray dis appears she has something bigger to  

worry about: who took it and what are they planning to do?

Identifiers: LCCN 2018035386 (print) | LCCN 2018037173 (ebook) |  

ISBN 9781338295238 (Ebook) | ISBN 9781338295214 (hardcover)

Subjects: LCSH: Gifted persons— Juvenile fiction. | Private schools— Juvenile  

fiction. | Inventions— Juvenile fiction. | Weapons— Juvenile fiction. |  Fathers  

and  daughters— Juvenile fiction. | Secrecy— Juvenile fiction. | Detective and  

mystery stories. | CYAC: Mystery and detective stories. | Genius— Fiction. |  

Schools— Fiction. | Inventions— Fiction. | Weapons— Fiction. |  Fathers and  

 daughters— Fiction. | Secrets— Fiction. | LCGFT: Detective and mystery fiction.

Classification: LCC PZ7.K22485 (ebook) | LCC PZ7.K22485 Ni 2019 (print) |  

DDC 813.6 [Fic]— dc23

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1             19 20 21 22 23 

Printed in the U.S.A. at Berryville Graphics in Berryville, Virginia 37

First edition, July 2019

Book design by Keirsten Geise



1

1

Okay, I  can’t  really explain a lot right now  because as you 

can see,  there’s a death ray pointed at my eye.

Yeah, a death ray. As in, utter destruction and 

annihilation— poof,  you’re dust!— all at the handy pull of 

a trigger on a weapon no bigger than a  water gun. But 

this  thing  doesn’t shoot  water. Do me a  favor and  don’t 

sneeze or anything, all right? I do not need to be vapor-

ized right now.

In case  you’re 

wondering, the most 

impor tant step when 

building a death ray 

is to keep your pet 

ferret away from it.



I learned this the hard way.

Pickles is my best friend. You might think it’s weird 

that my best friend is a ferret, but I promise you she’s 

very friendly and only bites when you startle her. Can 

you say that about your best friend?

She’s escaped her cage twenty- seven times, so I’m 

pretty sure she’s a genius. But she also eats her own poop 

sometimes, so maybe I’m completely wrong. Anyway, 

before I started working  today I checked that Pickles was 

in her cage, and even filled it with French fries to make 

sure she would stay in  there. But apparently the lure of 

for easy 
cage opening

french fry 
detector

super  
ticklish

fur coat

ferretystink

alluring poop

fly 
swatter
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accidentally vaporizing me was too  great for her. She 

jimmied the lock on the door and shimmied out of that 

cage with a mouthful of fries before I could say “Eureka!” 

Then that  little so- and-so hopped onto my desk and 

started batting my death ray with her furry  little paws.

The death ray slipped, and the next  thing I knew, I 

was flat on my back with Pickles staring down at me, her 

brown paw resting on the trigger of the death ray like it 

was no big deal.

That brings us up to right now.

“Uh . . .  Pickles?” I squirmed against the floor, angling 

myself as best I could away from her aim. I was afraid to 

move too fast and spook her.

She cocked her head. Her tiny pink nose was snuf-

fling. Maybe I should have given her gravy on  those 

French fries.

“Would you mind moving away slowly from that gun, 

sunshine?” I asked her. I  don’t know why I bothered ask-

ing,  really. She never listens.

“Come on,” I coaxed. I glanced over to her cage. I 

was sure the pile of French fries was still inside, waiting 

for her. “ Can’t you smell how yummy  those fries are? All 

greasy and salty. Triglyceride city. How about you go eat 

and let me clean up this mess? I’ll even get you some 

gravy for them . . .”
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Pickles huffed. The trigger of the death ray clicked 

backward slightly as she adjusted her paw.

“Okay! Okay!” I winced. “Cheese, too! I’ll get you 

some cheese, I promise!”

Pickles narrowed her beady eyes at me, and I started 

to won der if holding me hostage for her cheddar fix  had 

been her plan in the first place. She’s had it out for me 

ever since I threw out the stinky toilet paper roll she used 

as a hat. Her ears perked at the sound of someone walk-

ing up the stairs.

Oh no.

“Nikki!” my mom yelled from the hallway.

“ Don’t come in, Mom!” I yelled back, my voice crack-

ing traitorously. Pickles and my mom  didn’t get along 

very well. The last  thing I needed was for Pickles to get 

panicky. Not with the barrel of the death ray still aimed 

at my eyeball. Plus I’d sort of promised my mom that I 

 wouldn’t mess around with any new inventions anymore 

ever. Especially dangerous ones.

I was pretty sure a death ray  wouldn’t be seen as a 

safe gadget to her, no  matter what cool stuff it could do.

My doorknob twisted. One surefire way to guarantee 

your mom comes into your room is to tell her to stay out.

“ Don’t come in?!” Mom burst in, already in full rant 
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mode. “Young lady, as long as  you’re living  under this 

roof—”

Her mouth dropped open when she saw me on the 

floor. Above me, Pickles gnawed on the trigger of the ray 

gun. This was some bad luck right  here. I  really should 

have put a safety on the  thing.

“Mom!” I hissed. “ Don’t move!”

But it was too late.
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