Discussion Prompts

Summary: This selection Understanding the Page:
explains the meaning of , o , : . . . .
reconciliation and looks at the Minds on On page 34, Justice Murray students of residential schools. think telling their stories helped telling/knowing the truth an
different ideas people have Reflection (Before Sinclair, Chair of the TRC, states Why did they apologize? What do the Survivors? important part of reconciliation?
oo Reading): When you have a that “It took 125 years to create you think of this apology? When a o On page 35, Rebecca Benson e On page 35, Charlene Bearhead
) disagreement with your the problem —seven generations — relationship needs fixing, do you suggests that reconciliation is a says that “... we each have the
ReadingLevel: @ ® & friends, what do you do to \S/\(/)hI; trréa:)yetsa‘lfgee%e;r::trgtr;cégs n:g ;l:’; Lh;gz :c;] %p;lgr?é/ JI; :lrl ;g??olr?ship? two-way street. Wr;aé is mean’; by powler to decfide hovc\j/ vxe will use
. 3 i 2 ! ’ “a two-way street”? Benson also our learning for good. As a youn
:Iec:;antc’:lijlil:t%.n gfglzft?c;“r?snhsi;) f'); g(])(leoz'i‘(z)eb’.levr\r/]ﬁa?se)l)slgu What problerg is Justice Sinclair Explain your thinking. s y T e B yogr voi%e is power%ul.” ﬁ,]
ocess. Truth and ’ would you do? talking about? What does he mean Also in 2008, the Truth and reconciliation until we have the what ways can you make your
g iation C i<sion of when he says it toori( 125 years to Reconciliation Commission of truth part.” What does she mean voice heard? At home? At school?
e e M Lo © create the problem? Canada (TRC) was established to by the truth part? What truth is In your community? How can you
Canada (TRC)., residential e In 2008, the Canadian hear the stories of Survivors of Benson referring to? Why is make your community more fair
schools, Survivors, truth, government apologized to former residential schools. How do you and respectful?
awareness J

Social Studies — Historically, Canada’s oppression of
Indigenous Peoples led to the loss of their traditional
territories, ways of life, and languages, the banning of
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People have lots of ideas from Iearning to coring to ucting

History = In the selection, Nevaeh Murray expresses
that it is time to right our wrongs. What does Murray
B

Z‘/ mean when she goes further to say, “Time to learn A . jittock 125 vears tocreaiothe problen . Y “Weall o toschool and we cultural practices, and the Residential School System.
from them and teach the next generation this Path to Healing SESlE Ty ;;‘f‘;;:;g’ﬁ;;;’igﬁ;;mg‘ ) e We learn on page 34 that reconciliation means
important history”? Why is it important to learn from bﬁf‘xf;'f“°" If's a big word, emo"mﬁ i/ %E:%tf;tgd <4 ;-755331323352?5}29{,2‘;?3 repairing a relationship. What do you think repairing
history? What lessons do you think all Canadians ot dos it meon? rl;'.:ﬁv;,::ip erstor Murray Snclt, S et mpﬁ:;é?;!ﬁnﬁﬁﬁlﬁiﬁﬁ;‘ga‘* the relationship between Indigenous and non-

Car? Iearln from knO\{ving about the hiStO"Y of Eeazz:?r?;ig"gnz:’?;z |lﬂ fhisdcasé, it is fepairing the relationship ;2?:55:::-2?;;;“5 Triet ‘: —'Charler;e Bearhead, Indigenous people involves? Discuss your ideas as a
residential schools in Canada? for a long, long time. ples and other Canadians, It has been unequal ~ Y :Si'lﬁf.ii'if.sffy"éﬁﬁ:xd“ oo class. In your diSCUSSiOﬂ, consider the idea that
éfeiﬁzén;'rf:fp"ef"mfﬁe'f"f'.ﬁt;;l ™ o reconciliation is an ongoing process.
apology to former students of 4
ekt 2, ey 2V e NI
Social Studies — Zachary Mullen says that g:czfji'gjﬁy::ncot:‘emzﬁ::z: 4550 N (. F st e \ Glohal Citizens |pf— Write a Iettgr to your local
“Reconciliation means... you have to recognize and s t;ﬁiﬁfiéﬁiﬁﬁ;{:ﬁi{,ﬁ” ! g S et governmept o ?Sk I they are working toward§
listen to the survivors of events and hear their stories. sl -8 VE ke e e ™ reconoliation Wit Indigenous Peoples. HOV'\)I e
You need to spread awareness and make sure that e *‘ A (= | Weknow e made s rorT-year-old Zachary Mullin, government working towards reconciliation’ Write
everyone knows about it. Then you need to fix the pimd LT | v e S S “,\ - why you think it is important for the government to
oroblem and make sure it doesn't happen again.” st ;ﬁﬂmﬁmﬁﬂm . X A achieve reconciliation. Share your letter with your
Discuss Mullen’s statement with a partner. What The TRC complted s report i \ ' ﬂﬁiﬁiiﬁ:ﬁi?ﬁﬁ?“ﬁ“ ‘ schoolto show that you want changes.
does he mean by “spread awareness”? When you ey = S mandicastiar ‘
recognize and listen to the survivors of events and S50 o o e oo SN o g iy Bkt O J How dg yo, .
hear their stories, what does that help to do? Why is f;’;k‘fﬁj"t";’wj;xtgn,“gﬂhgﬂfuurt:':gjs:ilvéhgn: R s i yiif‘}?fé.'i"’“" Further Inquiry
anadians. she attends the closing ceremany of the SR | T 'S and f :
Conduct further research on the Residential

making sure that everyone knows about what has IR iyl I s Family whep y,,

happened an important step in reconciliation?

School System. What were the attitudes of the
Canadian government towards Indigenous
Peoples at that time period in Canadian history?
What were the roles of churches and the
Canadian government? What was the Canadian

Think About It! government’s goal? How did residential schools
Health — Revisit the picture of Cree Elder Lorna Standingready on page 34. At v © _ . impact the lives of Indigenous children and their
| | the Truth and Reconciliation Commission meetings, Elder Standingready shared How do you r.econcne with your frlenqs anq family when you have famlllgs anq communltlgs? HQW are .the effects -~
( her story of her time at residential school. Why do you think she was crying at done.somethlng to da.mage your relationship, such as break a of r§S|dentlaI schoolg §t||| having an impact on
g . . . . promise or hurt them in some way? What are the keys to a good Indigenous communities today?
i g SiBingeerogony Of,the TRC? PO you think that sharlng their stories may relationship? Brainstorm what is considered a good relationship, for
o have been both traumatic and healing for Elder Standingready and other example, having respect, having trust, and sharing. What happens

Survivors? Discuss your thinking with a partner. when a relationship is broken? How can you repair that relationship?
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