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Discussion Prompts

Summary: This selection
explains how residential schools Understanding the Page:
|mpact’eq F|r§t Natlpns, Inuit, Minds on o On page 30, we learn that in some e On page 31, we learn that when e Because children were removed o On page 31, we learn that many
and Meétis children in the past, Reflection (Before residential schools children were children were taken from their from their families and Indigenous languages are threat-
and continues to impact Reading): What purpose forced to cut their hair, were homes to go to residential communities for long periods of ened as a result of
Indigenous families across should schooling and educa- called a strange name, or worse schools, the whole circle of life time, these children also went residential schools. Why are some
Canada today. tion serve? yet, just a number. How do you was broken. What do you think without learning what it was like Indigenous languages
Reading Level: BE® Should it be good for think these actions made the the author, Lisa Charleyboy, to have a loving parent because disappearing today? Why are

: all children? children feel? What do you think means by “circle of life”? What they never had that opportunity Elders and Knowledge Keepers

was the purpose of these actions? circle is broken? Consider how at school. What effect do you important to the survival of Indige-
children grow up and learn from think this had when they raised nous languages?

Vocabulary: residential schools,
Canadian government, forced, _ :
uniform, strict, culture, Survivor, their own children?

Truth and Reconciliation

Commission

Health — What is required for a child to
I: :l be healthy? Based on what you have
! learned about residential schools, do
you think that residential schools
allowed Indigenous children to be
healthy? Provide specific examples for
why or why not to explain your thinking.

their families and communities in
your answer.

Life for Families and Communities

hen children were taken

from their homes, it 2 i
had a huge impact on
communities. Parents and
grandparents were sad and
lonely without any children
around, and the whole circle
of life was broken,

Language — Revisit the quote on the Contents
page by Freda Ahenakew: “Knowing your
language gives you an inner strength and pride
in your heritage.” What does this quote mean to
you? Think about the importance of knowing
your language in learning about your culture and
heritage. What effect would being cut off from
learning your language have on you? What has
been the experience of Indigenous children?
What are Indigenous Peoples doing today to

Gitts in sewing class

at the Fort Resolution Indian
Residential School in the
Northwest Territories.

Withaut any children around, some people
(ost the ability to parent. They had no model

=
1 SR Boys lined up in rons at the of what family life looked ik b identi
Lisa Cha Emrg’nn Indian Residential Schaol in schools. Some of the childr;new:fme ieeiterti]
isa C rleyboy andon, Manitoba, in 1960, 302y 10 school never leaet 0 were taken
" v arned how to shaw Lo H H H
N“ PRBG to thir o chilen—never hugging them ar revitalize their languages?
jine livi 5 i 1ssing th i
from their parents for a mont:gl::’::me [Ind’genaus children spoke their own g them good night.
an entire school year. Well, that’s exact(y 2nguages at home, but they were forbidden Cultur.e s another thing that was taken awa
. . . . What happened to more than 150 00p o g ool by residential schools. Chicren did't earn
Social Studies — What role do families have in segenous kids who ad 10 g0 to resdentit The Mohawk Institute Residential Schoot glout their cutture, and many didrt have any
. o schools far from their homes, Gramie ' choot in opportunities to learn even aft
] b Antford, Ontario, was the first recogni . 5 er they grew
a community? Revisit the quote on page 2 by Arossthe countyclien agd 4 1 1 residential schol. Founded 1523 e b e e greatins ofInigenuspope
H H H H were tak : s Mechanics’ Insti 4 eir culture because of th;
Elder Vltal Dan Ie|S, When th in k| ng about you r c:r:d;ne;of\:z:v:' the\tr f:;'mhes by the residenﬁgsl 5::2:[“;2 : becan;e a EJ([ Thankfully, many people are workinegohatrzlio
ment. They were forced to 0ys and girls in 1834, regain this knowled
. K HN : e K ) edge.
answer: Fam”y is What keeps us happyl Belng :Chzr::;:?rdent;a[ schools for the whole The first residential schools were ryn by This scene is from
[, a i o
; th heloi h iy hat f | nd sometimes even longer, churches. Many students had to take part in Ve Mere Children, a 2012 fim by Tim H
Oge el’, e p|ng one another out Is wnat tfami y In school, children had to cut their hait, w church activities that were strange to them stg/:;lffhfm’(}«meﬁlm ks the L f La o n n ectl n to
. ” . a uniform, and be called b TR Laty ’ whe ymb Sl Anagod 0830 ll‘lll’. and c“"""e
is a” about_ Wha-t are the dlffel’ent parts that e e numbe{ an English name, s:hzzlih:nzt::i‘:.t E:eredt'umed into boarding homez Z,ﬂfveﬁ'liﬂkn%’%%m Many Indi languagy di ing because kids were e i n a ro = ec
- . 3 anadian government's to residentiol school, forbidden to speak their fanguage at residential school, Bein; j t
can make up a family? How do the various parts They also had to follow very srct e, oo Mot tha 130 sclools opeate Forced o speak English or French formostof the year meant- 4
. orthey could be punished harshly. Many o ss Canada between 1831 and 1996, al\:e:;:::l :'“:‘Plv hform:‘t h:w to speak the language of their
ety by - Ay - And when they became adults, they couldn't teach
& S . their children how to speak the language either. As Eders and i
el e L B L L T Remember that an important part of

AN o2

reconciliation is learning about the history
and culture of Indigenous Peoples. Think
about the impact that residential schools
had on Indigenous communities over more
than 150 years, and the impact they

these language skills. Young peaple learning their language
become even more important because of this.
31

of a family work to transmit culture? How did Tt
residential schools disrupt Indigenous families? B
What impact do you think this had on
Indigenous communities?

Social Studies — On page 30, we learn that the first
residential schools were run by churches where . i
Indigenous children had to take part in church activities Fu rther |I‘ICIUII‘y SIS0 S ek
that were strange to them. What is the purpose of How are different communities working to heal
spiritual practices? Who should teach spiritual practices from the legacy of residential schools? What
to children? What impact do you think learning spiritual actions could you take to participate in this
healing process?

practices that were so different from their own spiritual
practices had on Indigenous children?
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Discussion Prompts

Why was it important for Edna
Ferguson to hear the stories of
other residential school
Survivors?
Why is it important to learn about
the experiences of First Nations,
Inuit, and Métis children in
residential schools? What can we
learn from their experiences in
these schools? Should we share
what we learn? Explain your
thinking.

Understanding the Page:

o On page 32, former residential
school student Jacob Pratt is

quoted as saying, “We weren’t

unable to hug her children? What
does Edna’s story tell you about
the effects that residential
schools continue to have on
families today?

eWe learn on page 33 that in 2008
the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission began travelling
across Canada collecting the
stories of Survivors of residential
schools. Why was it important for
Survivors to tell their stories?

by the time you got your turn.”
When you read this quote, how
do you feel? Does Jacob’s school
allowed to talk, move, or do experience sound anything like
anything. And if you did, you'd yours? Explain your answer.

have to go to the back of the eOn page 33, Rosanna Deerchild
line, and you didn’t want to do shares that when she was a child,
that because there’s only so her mother, Edna Ferguson,

much good food, and then you'd showed little physical affection.
have to eat the food that was What ways did Rosanna’s mother

Ithough residential sch,
00ls seem as though they h,
El
L2 Hl'ne.last.one only closed down in 1996. What ha|plzu e:P:f_lEd _-_
00ls is still affecting people’s lives today,. e

Jacob Pratt’s Story

I;cof Pratt is from both the Dakota and
aulteaux Nations. He went to the [

| Ea: 5 ordon
Indian Residential School s a day school
student from grades 3 to 7. The school was
on the George Gordon First Nations in
Saskatchewan,

My Mother’s Story
By Rosanna Deerchild

For most of my life, my mother was a
stranger to me.

“I'had no other options for school than

t0 go to this residential school on my reserve,
The school was run very military-like, For i
instance, when we had to eat, we would run
as fast as we could to the lunch area and we
would have to line up facing the wall, we

Social Studies — Often residential schools
are talked about as if they existed in the
deep past. However, based on Jacob

Whev:t 1 was a wee Deerchild, she showed (ittle
physical affection, was quick to anger, and
sgffered from depression, She also str&ggled
with alcohol and a difficylt marriage,

Global Connections — Residential schools
happened in places other than Canada,
€ including the United States, Australia, and New

Pratt’s story on page 32, we learn that he is
only 33 years old and is a former residential
school student. Do you find it surprising
that these schools existed up until 19967
Explain why you are, or are not, surprised.

Social Studies — In Jacob Pratt’s short piece
about his experience, he described what is
called a “day school.” Rosanna Deerchild on
page 33 describes her mother’s experience in a
residential school. Read both of these stories

And if you did, you'd have to go to the
back of the line, ond You didn’t want to
do that because there’s only so much
9ood food, and then Yyou'd have to eqt
the food that was leftover—if there was
any food by the time You got your tum.”

students consider themselves “Surviyors, ”

was so difficult.

T don_‘t consider myself a Survivor,

I consider myself g former residential
school student, but not Survivor,”
Jacob says. '

At only 33 years old, Jacob is one of the
youngest former residential school
attendees in Canada.

weren't allowed to talk, fmove, or do anything.

The conditions at the school Jacob went to
Were not as harsh as the conditions that some
students of residentia schools faced. Many

because the treatment they faced at schoot

She showed her (ove in other ways; she kept
the house clean, kept us clean, sheltered and
fed'us. Every day, my mother brushed and
braided my hair while she hummed and sent
me off to school with soup and sandwiches,

Tknow she cared, but 1 never understood her,
To me, shie was a mystery and it wasn't untiLi
was in high school that T learned her dark
secret. It took anather 20 years hefore she
shared her story with me,

My mother, AEdna Ferguson, is a residential
school Suf\nvon Born in 1945 in South Indian
Lake",I Mlamtoba, she was raised in the North—
on the land with her Parents and

o ire and two older

But that would all be taken away from her.
After her dad died on the trapline and her.
mom died after getting sick with tuberculosis
she was sent away. She arrived at her first '
school when she was Just five years old,

“You didn't go to schoo| to learn. All you
len{ned was to be mean. I didn’t (eqm nothiny
Ldidn't know how to read, and when I tuUredg'
Cree they grobbed your hair and bang bang on
the floor. I was too young to fight for myself.”

She went to three residential schools between

A Fosonna deerchitg ang her mother Edna Ferguson

T kept everything to mysetf. I didn’t want
to talk about it. T thought people would
laugh at me or say, ‘Don't make up a story.”
That's what they used to say when we wen’t
home after school. They didn't believe what
we were talking about. What Hhappened at
school. What the nuns were doing. What
the priests were doing.”

In 2008, the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission began travelling across Canada
collecting the stories of Survivors. When
they set up in Winnipeg in 2010, T took a
chance and asked my mom if she would
come with me, just to listen, to know

that she was not alone,

What started out as -
a way for Rosanna’s
mother to tell her
Tesidential school
story turned into o
Six-year healing
Journey and a book
of poetry, Calling
Down the Sky,

Zealand. Learn about how these schools worked
in other countries by doing some research. Why
do you think Indigenous people were treated in
similar ways in countries around the world?
What can we learn from these experiences?

4, Links to Inquiry Question

v Now that you have read many of the selections in
this book, think about the inquiry question: “What

makes communities strong?” Write down your
opinions. Have your opinions changed? How have
they changed? How have your opinions been
challenged? Discuss the opinions and think about

the question as a group.

‘ Jacob has been dancing powwow since he
Was a child, and is a men's traditiona dancer
and a hoop dancer. Jacob also orks with
young people, helping them to become
leaders in their communities,

thelages of 5 and 14, After returning to South
Indian Lake, she tried to put the past behind her,

and describe what the difference is between a
day school and a residential school. Why are
both types of schools sometimes described as
residential schools? What is the common
message that people are trying to get across
when they describe them as the same thing?

residentiq) Scha
ol
affect that learnings?

Further Inquiry

The discovery of unmarked grades on the grounds of former residential schools over

the summer in 2021 made the horror of residential schools real for many Canadians.

It also confirmed what Survivors of residential schools told the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission of Canada. What else can we learn from the Survivors’ stories? What can we
do to ensure that their stories are no longer ignored? For example, on Orange Shirt Day
on September 30 wear an orange shirt to support Indigenous children and learn about
residential schools, encourage others to take part in reconciliation, take a pledge of
reconciliation yourself, learn about the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of
Indigenous People, or take action on any of the Calls to Action in the TRC.

Think About It!

What do you learn from your family
that you can’t learn from other
people? How would residential
schools affect that learning?
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