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SUMMARY: Since first being sold in 1984, cell phones have become 
increasingly popular all over the world. Numerous facts about cell phones 
are presented in this text, along with important questions such as: What does 
one do with their used cell phone? How does cell phone production and waste 
impact the environment? The life cycle of a cell phone is explored in detail 
on the back spread of the poster, and sheds light on an important issue many 
people don’t often think about.

FOCUS COMPREHENSION STRATEGY
 self-monitoring

FURTHER COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES
 evaluating
 sequencing

ORAL LANGUAGE OPPORTUNITIES
 Group Anticipation Guide strategy
 discussing with a group
 news report presentation (option 3 in Focused Rereading)

WORKING WITH WORDS
 language predictability: developing awareness of how 
personification conveys meaning 

ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Observe each student’s ability to:

 self-question to check on comprehension
 use fix-up strategies when meaning is challenged
 use visual literacy information to aid in comprehension
 deliver opinion on a question or issue
 read information in its proper sequence

ASSESSMENT TOOLS
Select from the following:

 Self-Monitoring Strategy Checklist
 Comprehension Strategies Anecdotal Record

TEXT FEATURES
folding poster
headings
text boxes
bulleted lists

VISUAL LITERACY

detailed illustrations
numbered and illustrated life cycle of a 
cell phone
diagrams
maps
chart
bar graph
captions
labels

TEXT SUPPORTS
strong illustrated support
headings
information is compartmentalized

POSSIBLE TEXT CHALLENGES
varying text layout
large amount of information
scientific/technical vocabulary

TEXT TYPE: Non-fiction: Persuasive—Poster 
GUIDED READING LEVEL: S
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BEFORE READING 

Activate and build prior knowledge 
Using the Group Anticipation Guide strategy (see Oral Language 
Strategies in the Grade 6 Literacy Support Guide) engage students in a 
discussion about the following statements. Write each statement on the 
board one at a time and have students give their opinions to each other 
in groups of three or four. Mention that each of these statements will be 
addressed in the text.

-  Cell phones have an impact on our environment.

-  In some countries, there are more cell phones than people.

-  Sending old electronic equipment to countries in need is 
helpful.

-  We can have an impact on wireless waste.

Introduce supports and challenges

Point out the maps, chart, bar graph, illustrations, and diagrams 
to students. When reading the body of the text, students should be 
aware of these visual literacy features and use them to support their 
comprehension. Begin a discussion about these features by asking 
students, When is a good time to look at visual features like the maps, bar 
graph, chart, illustrations, and diagrams; before, during, or after reading 
the main body of text? Remind students that the text and the visuals work 
together to help the reader understand the author’s message.

 Look at ‘The Life Cycle of a Cell Phone’ and engage students in a 
discussion about the sequence in which to read this illustrated diagram. 

The author uses ‘personification’ in the foldout. Personification is 
a literary device in which human traits (qualities, feelings, actions, 
or characteristics) are given to non-human things. For example, a 
manufactured product’s ‘birth,’ ‘life,’ and ‘death’ described in the 
introductory paragraph to ‘The Life Cycle of a Cell Phone.’ Although 
cell phones and electronic goods clearly aren’t born in the human, or 
living sense, the author uses these words to help facilitate a connection 
among readers—a connection that might help them understand the 
general idea the author is trying to get across: that cell phones have a 
cycle of existence that impacts our world. 

Set a purpose for reading
 Say, Often readers will become aware that they don’t fully understand 
what they are reading. When this happens it’s important to repair 
the comprehension problem using a fix-up strategy. Develop a fix-up 

Evaluating

Visual Literacy Features

Sequencing

Language Predictability

Self-monitoring

2  GRADE 6 GUIDED READING TEACHING PLAN

Show students how to use a graphic organizer or web to check for 
understanding and to keep track of facts presented in the text.

ESL NOTE:



strategies anchor chart with students for their quick referral. You might 
wish to use the following:

Fix-up Strategies
Things to do when you don’t  

understand what you’re reading

 Say, When you’re reading today, use sticky notes to flag parts that you 
did not understand the first time you read them. On each sticky note, 
write the fix-up strategy—or strategies—that worked for you so that you 
could better understand what the author was trying to say in each section 
of challenging text.

Provide for early finishers
 When students finish, have them chat with a partner about parts of 
the text that they had difficulty understanding. Perhaps partners can 
provide insight into challenges.

DURING READING

Monitor reading
 To help facilitate self-monitoring you might question individual students 
(e.g., Did you understand that part? Are you sure? Does it make sense? 
What can you do to improve your understanding of the text?). Give 
feedback to individual students on areas in self-monitoring where they 
may need improvement on (slowing down, rereading, reading on, 
visualizing, and asking another student, or the teacher, for assistance). 

Observe
Make observations on your assessment tools. (See the Self-Monitoring 
Strategy Checklist and the Comprehension Strategies Anecdotal Record 
in the Grade 6 Literacy Support Guide.) 

AFTER READING

Revisit the purpose for reading
 Give students some time to look over their sticky notes that flagged the Self-monitoring
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areas initially difficult for them to understand. As a group, have students 
share the fix-up strategy or strategies they used to overcome their 
challenges. Draw students’ attention to the idea that there are many ways 
to repair comprehension, not just one or two. Ask, Did everyone find the 
same areas of the text challenging?... No? Why do you think this was? 

Check on outstanding challenges
 Refer back to the statements from the Group Anticipation Guide 
activity. Ask students to confirm or revise their opinion, adding any 
new information they learned from ‘Wireless Waste.’ Discuss and 
clarify other outstanding challenges students experienced that you 
noted, such as technical words or concepts.

Note successful strategy use
 Acknowledge students who stopped to question themselves and utilize 
fix-ups when they realized comprehension had broken down. For 
example, Celina mentioned to me that she was confused at the part 
about giving away old electronic equipment. She decided to reread that 
section of the text and it made sense to her the second time through. The 
same thing happened to Marshall. However, he felt that he had to slow 
down and really think about what he was reading. These are both terrific 
examples of self-monitoring your understanding.

FOCUSED REREADING

Three options are provided for focused rereading in the next Guided 
Reading lesson. Choose an activity that meets the needs of your students, 
or you might select a Reader Response activity from the Grade 6 Literacy 
Support Guide. 

Written
 Have students write a letter to the author explaining how the visual 
literacy features in the poster were helpful to them in understanding 
the author’s message, referring to specific features and information 
they imparted.

Artistic 
 Students can create a poster promoting the recycling and responsible 
management of used cell phones. They might wish to tailor the poster for 
a country of high per capita cell phone use, as cited in the bar graph.

Oral/dramatic
 In pairs, have students create a news report about the importance of 
properly managing cell phone and electronic waste. During their report 
have students cite the information in two of the visual literacy features 
from the text. Students should deliver their report with fluency and 
good use of expression and tone—as would be seen on an actual news 
report.

Self-monitoring and Visual 
Literacy Features

Synthesizing

Synthesizing

4  GRADE 6 GUIDED READING TEACHING PLAN



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


