
Guided Reading Teaching Plan 
(two sessions)

Joe’s Big Surprise
Written by Joanne Stanbridge

Illustrated  by Kirsti Anne Wakelin

Text Type: Non-fiction: Retell — Biography 

Guided Reading Level: N

Summary: This is the story of Joseph Tyrrell, after whom the Royal 
Tyrrell Museum of Palaeontology in Drumheller, Alberta is named. His 
curiosity about all things in the natural world and his sense of adventure 
led him to amazing discoveries during his 99-year life.

Reading Strategies
Comprehension

� predicting
� evaluating

Working with Words
� using multiple word-solving strategies to read

and understand unfamiliar words
� using knowledge, past tense, and suffixes to solve

unfamiliar words

Assessment Opportunities
Note each student’s ability to:

� make and confirm predictions
� evaluate the author’s craft
� use multiple word-solving strategies to read and

understand unfamiliar words
� use knowledge, past tense, and suffixes to solve

unfamiliar words

Oral Language Opportunities
� discussing and idea sharing

Text Supports
� retelling is told in 3–5 sentences per page
� illustrations highly supportive of text
� summary on pages 23–24

Possible Text Challenges
� words with “-ed” endings
� use of ellipses
� content knowledge related to story’s time frame
� difficult vocabulary, e.g., university, laboratory, microscope, dresser,

scientists, Ottawa, fossil, territory, coal, furnaces, Philadelphia

First Session (pages 1–13)
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Text Features
Visual Literacy

� illustrations with captions
� fossilization sequence of

four pictures
� cut-outs throughout text



Activating and Building Prior Knowledge     
Say, Think about the times you’ve written true stories about your life. Telling 
about your life is called an autobiography. Auto means self and biography 
means the written story of a person’s life. What have you written in your 
autobiographies? Chart features offered on a horizontal line (timeline) entitled 
“Autobiographies,” for example:

Autobiographies       

        

(This timeline will be used in session 2 for reference).

Tell students, True stories about people are called biographies. Name a true 
story about someone that you have read or watched a show about. Have a few 
biographies handy in case students can’t recall any.

Before giving out Joe’s Big Surprise, have an “I See or Read/This Means” chart 
ready to record predictions. To create this chart, fold chart paper into eight 
squares and hang vertically so the chart has two squares across and four 
squares down. Number the sections 1,2; 3,4; 5,6; 7,8. Paperclip page 13 to the 
back cover before handing the book out to students.     
     Hand out the books and say, Biography writers work hard to get readers 
quickly interested in others’ lives. Why? (to persuade the reader to keep on 
reading!) Let’s see how quickly Joanne Stanbridge and Kirsti Anne Wakelin get 
us interested in this biography of someone named Joe Tyrrell. Direct students to 
survey the cover. Ask, What does the cover picture make you think of? Do you 
wonder what the boy is doing? Do you wonder what the “big surprise” will be? 
What have the author and illustrator done to “hook” us? Establish that the title 
and picture pique readers’ curiosity so they want to find out immediately what 
the big surprise is. Ask students to predict what the big surprise is, based on 
what they see or read on the cover. Record a few predictions on the “I See or 
Read/This Means” chart, for example:

Predicting
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BEFORE READING

Making connections:         
text to self

I See or Read

1.  Joe is in a pond with a net.

2.  The boy lives by a farm.

This Means

1.  The surprise is catching a fish.

2.  The surprise will be about an
     animal.

Birth Date Family Members Events When I
Was Little

Events When I
Started School

Things I Like To
Do Now
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Read the back cover blurb out loud. Ask students to predict, based on what 
they read or see on the back cover. Ask if any students would like to revise 
their predictions from the front cover. Add new predictions and revisions to 
the “I See or Read/This Means” chart.

Overcoming Text Challenges     
Refer students to page 3. Say, The author used an interesting kind of punctuation to 
make us read in a special way on pages 3 and 4. Find the ellipses (...) after Tyrrell 
on page 3 and at the beginning of page 4. Read the sentence out loud. Ask, How 
does the author expect us to read these sentences? Establish that the author uses 
these to slow the reader down and build suspense. Say, When you read today, 
watch out for more ellipses. Let’s add ellipses to our chart of author techniques that 
make us sit up and pay attention.

Hand out a letter-sized paper to each student. Demonstrate how to fold it 
into six sections and number it just like the one used in Before Reading. Have 
students read to the end of page 3 silently and then together, jot down what they 
“See/Read” in square 1, and then what “This Means” in square 2. If you think 
students require more practice, continue to work together predicting until they 
are ready to read alone. You may also want to use the think-aloud strategy to 
model “What I See or Read/This Means,” if students need more support.

Setting a Purpose        
Say, Read Joe’s Big Surprise up to page 13 to see if you can find any more clues 
about what Joe’s surprise is going to be. Pause three or four times to use the “I See 
or Read/This Means” strategy. Jot down new predictions on your paper or add to 
your old predictions as you read along.

Tell each student to read independently to the end of page 13.

Observe and listen to students as they read, assisting them with word-solving 
strategies and vocabulary queries. Offer prompts to help students problem-
solve as they read. For example, Can you cover up the ending, or suffix, of the 
word to find the base word? Do you recognize a part of that word from science 
words? Did you try scanning the illustrations for clues?

Note students’ successful use of reading strategies and any difficulties they 
encounter. Remind students to stop and make a prediction on their papers 
every few pages.

If students finish before others have completed the reading, have them 
compare and discuss their predictions.

When all students have finished reading, consolidate their final predictions on 
the “I See or Read/This Means” chart started in the Before Reading activity. 
Ensure that students give the “I See or Read” evidence for their predictions 

Self-monitoring

Predicting

DURING READING

Predicting

AFTER READING

Predicting



and not just the predictions in order to explain how they came up with logical 
guesses. This thinking is important for other students to hear and see.

Remind students that a biographer’s job is to interest and intrigue readers 
with the subject’s story so that readers want to continue reading. Ask students 
to browse through the first 13 pages of the book and tell how the author and 
illustrator made them pay attention. Some techniques and elements may be: 
title and cover illustration; suspense built through the first 13 pages; repeated 
sentence—Far away, the big thing waited; lots of animals; cut-outs on many 
pages; diagrams with captions (take a moment to read the captions together 
and talk about when readers should read captions—before or after the text 
of the story [either way is fine]); etc. Chart the author’s and illustrator’s 
techniques offered by students.

Select a couple of the challenging words you noticed during the reading—
university, laboratory, microscope, dresser, scientists, Ottawa, fossil, territory, coal, 
furnaces—or any other challenging words. Ask students what strategies they 
used to work these out, referring to the text if the strategy involved visual cues.

Emphasize using multiple-reading strategies to solve unknown words, for 
example, I noticed Chris using the strategy of covering up the “-ed” suffix of words 
like piled on page 8 that he was having trouble reading. Chris, please show the 
group how you did this and think aloud how it helped you solve the word

Activating and Building Prior Knowledge     
Tell students, In the last session, you read and predicted what was waiting for 
Joe. Today we will be reading to find out if your predictions were close. Before we 
begin, there’s something else you need to know about biographies. Refer students 
back to the timeline created in the last session that shows what they have 
written about themselves in autobiographies over the years. Tell students, Like 
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Word solving and building

Self-monitoring

Making connections:                    
text to self

BEFORE READING

Evaluating

Second Session (pages 14–24)

Reading Strategies
Comprehension

� sequencing
� synthesizing

Working with Words
� using multiple word-solving strategies to read 

and understand unfamiliar words
� using knowledge, past tense, and suffixes to solve 

unfamiliar words 

Assessment Opportunities
Note each student’s ability to:

� retell in sequence
� synthesize by connecting facts, events, and ideas
� use multiple word-solving strategies to read and 

understand unfamiliar words
� use knowledge, past tense, and suffixes to solve 

unfamiliar words 

Oral Language Opportunities
� discussing appropriate events for timeline inclusion



autobiographies, biographies are often told in order, beginning when the person 
was young until present time or when they died. We can take the important 
events in Joe’s life and put them on a timeline, too. Give Joe’s Big Surprise to 
students. Say, Let’s make a timeline on Joe’s life from when he was a boy until 
he was just about to find the big surprise. Lead students through the story, 
modelling and thinking aloud what to put on the timeline, for example:

Joe's Timeline

Establish during the modelling and think aloud that the timeline just gives the 
important points in time, while the written biography gives the details of what 
happened during and between the events.

Say, It’s time to find out what’s been waiting for Joe. Start on page 14 and read 
until you can put your finger on the name of what was waiting for Joe (page 15). 
Don’t say a word! When all have their finger on a word, ask, What was waiting 
for Joe? After students give a choral “dinosaur!”, check out students’ predictions 
from the “I See or Read/This Means” chart.

Overcoming Text Challenges 
Tell students, Some words in this retelling are like the ones we read in Science. 
Show the challenging words from page 6: University, laboratory, microscope, 
scientists. Ask, What do you notice about these words? (many syllables, can find 
words inside them, three have suffixes, etc.). Ask, What strategies could you 
use to read the word and understand what it means? Two “fix-up” strategies 
that should be highlighted or modelled using think-aloud are: 1) Scan the 
illustrations available on both pages to “get in the ballpark” with unknown 
words. 2) Look for familiar word parts or syllables and then think about a 
science word students have read or used.  
 Tell students that this story is written in the past, so many words end in “-ed,” 
or are in past tense. Ask for strategies for reading words ending in “-ed,” (look 
for the “-ed” ending, cover it, and focus on the root word).

Setting a Purpose 
Give two or three sticky notes or small papers to each student. Say, As you read 
up to page 22 today, you’ll find more important events in Joe’s life that we can 
add to the timeline. Use your sticky notes to mark anything else you think should 
be added to his timeline.

Tell each student to read Joe’s Big Surprise, thinking about the purpose that has 
been set. 

Observe to see if they place any new sticky notes in sequence. Observe and 
listen to students as they read, assisting them with reading and word-solving 
strategies. Encourage students to try using the strategy of covering up words 
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Word solving and building

Predicting

Boy in Weston
Big

Thing

Waited

University of Toronto
Big

Thing

Waited

Job in Ottawa
Big

Thing

Waited

Went West

Synthesizing

DURING READING
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with the “-ed” suffix, like buried (page 15), as “Chris” demonstrated during the 
last session. 

Note students’ successful use of reading strategies and any difficulties they 
encounter (use the Self-Monitoring checklist found in the Reading Guide).

If students finish before others have completed the reading, have them 
continue reading the summary of Joe’s life on pages 23 and 24, or share their 
ideas of what important events in Joe’s life should be added to the timeline.

Ask students to share the important events from Joe’s life they selected from 
the reading, adding them to the timeline. Help students discern what events are 
major enough to be added to the timeline and where on the timeline they belong. 
 An additional timeline activity entails the summary of Joe’s life on pages 23 
and 24. Tell students, Turn to page 23. The author has used another interesting 
technique to give us more information in this retelling. She provides us with a 
summary of Joe’s life that gives us more facts about him. What other books have 
you read that provide more facts at the end? You may want to have a few handy to 
remind students of this technique used in some information texts. Say, As I read 
“More About Joe and His Find,” listen for another important event we should add 
to his timeline. You can read along with me. After reading page 23 aloud, stop and 
ask students to give events. Add them to the timeline where they fit. Repeat for 
page 24.

Say, Our timeline shows many things Joseph Tyrrell did in his life. Why was he 
so important that a museum was named after him? Providing some pictures 
of the Royal Tyrrell Museum of Palaeontology would be helpful, if students 
don’t know about it. Some pictures can be found at the following Web site:  
http://www.tyrrellmuseum.com. Help students connect facts from the text 
with their ideas to give logical answers.

Rereadings
Provide opportunities for each student to reread the book independently or 
with a partner.

Focused Follow-up
The following activities are optional. Choose those that best meet the needs of 
your students.

Family Member Timeline    
On the BLM, have students make a timeline on a family member, recording 
important events from that individual’s life. Remind them that a timeline 
holds only important events of the subject’s life. Set a minimum number of 
events to enter on the timeline, e.g., 

Make a timeline of your ___________’s life with at least five events along it. 

Sequencing

AFTER READING

Synthesizing

Sequencing
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Students may have to interview their subjects to complete their timelines. A 
note can be sent home explaining the assignment. The story about the events 
and between the events is written as an autobiography or retelling. Students 
may write an anecdote or retelling about one of the events on their timelines.

Performing Joe's Life 
Select scenes that lend themselves to be dramatized, such as Joe’s childhood 
(pages 3–5), travelling west (pages 10–11), finding the fossil (pages 12–14), 
or how a fossil is made (page 15). All students in the reading group could be 
involved in scripting and performing one or two of these brief scenes. The 
scenes could even be acted out in sequence.

Dinosaur Names 
A story about dinosaurs presents the perfect opportunity to investigate the 
origins of dinosaur names. Print a number of dinosaur names on cards, 
including the three from Joe’s Big Surprise—dinosaur, Albertosaurus, and 
Tyrannosaurus Rex. Have students use dinosaur resources and dictionaries to:

1. break the word into 2 parts (saurus and the first half), and

2. find the meaning of the each part.

Visit the Web site http://www.enchantedlearning.com for a kid-friendly, online 
resource with many dinosaur entries.

Synthesizing/sequencing

Word solving and building



F
am

il
y 

M
e

m
b

e
r 

T
im

e
li

ne
N

am
e

:

B
eg

in
ni

ng
D

at
e

D
at

e
2

D
at

e
3

D
at

e
4

D
at

e
5

En
di

ng
D

at
e

Ev
en

t 
1

Ev
en

t 
2

Ev
en

t 
3

Ev
en

t 
4

Ev
en

t 
5

Ev
en

t 
6

© Scholastic Canada Ltd., 2007  Joe's Big Surprise Teaching Plan  ISBN 978-1-4430-8302-7   



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




