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September 4, 1997
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Sept ember 7, 1997

Dear Elizabeth,

GIVE ME A BREAK!!!!!!!!!!!!!

YOU KNOW THAT I DIDN’T WANT TO 

MOVE . . . THAT I WAS KIDNAPPED BY THE 

CHARENTS (my CHildlike pARENTS). . . . Oh, 

okay . . . I know that it’s not kidnapping if your 

parents want to move and their kid has to go with 

them. . . . I know I should be used to it by this 

time. . . . Fourth, fifth, sixth grades. . . . It was a 

record for staying in one place.

Anyway, it was soooooooooooooo weird not 

starting school with you.

The night before school began here, I was 

soooooooo homesick. . . . Not just for my old 

home . . . but for yours too. I kept thinking about 

how the nights before fifth and sixth grade we 

would go to each other’s houses and figure out 

what each of us would wear for the first day 

of school. I was soooooo sad. I took out my copy of 
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the scrapbooks we made before I left and looked 

at the pictures Barb took of us on our first days of 

school. . . .

Fourth  grade—  you wearing that plaid skirt and 

the white blouse, loafers, and your mom’s pearl 

earrings. I had on my black leggings with a hole in 

one knee, my long black T-shirt with SAVE THE 

WHALES on it, my black  high-  tops with the pink 

fluorescent laces, and my mom’s  black-  and-  pink 

beaded barrette.

Fifth  grade—  your new look!!!! Plaid skirt, white 

blouse, loafers, and your mom’s  gold-  and-  pearl 

earrings. My new look!!!! The same leggings, more 

black  high-  tops with the same fluorescent laces, 

a black T-shirt that says SAVE THE HUMANS, and 

my mom’s clip-on nose ring.

Sixth  grade—  you wore that “cute” flowered 

sundress, preppy sandals, and your mom’s pearl 

nose ring (just kidding). I wore new black leggings 

(holeless), black sandals, a black T-shirt that said

IF YOU CAN READ THIS,

YOU’RE TOO CLOSE
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and my dad’s hoop earring.

Thanks for filling me in on the gossip. As for the 

pun about Joelie’s possible face surgery, how about 

“Nobody nose for sure if she had it done. . . . It’s snot 

something she’s talking about.” Okay . . . it’s not one 

of my best puns, but since I’ve moved, I haven’t had 

anyone to tell them to.

I need more  first-  day details. . . . So what did 

you wear? I want to know. I wore my black leggings, 

my long black T-shirt (sloganless), my red Doc 

Martens, and around my head I wore one of Barb’s 

glitter scarves. (You know . . . the one she had on 

at “Back to School Night,” when all of the teachers 

thought she was my older sister . . . not my 

mother.)

Anyway . . . my first day of school went okay . . . 

as well as it could with me being the new kid in the 

school, not knowing anyone, not knowing my way 

around.

A few of the kids made fun of the way I was 

dressed. One of the boys, Alex, asked me if I was a 
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 fortune-  teller. I told him that I could see a major 

disaster in his future if he continued teasing me.

School lunch was not only disgusting, but I had 

no one to sit with.

My classes are okay . . . except for the fact 

that there don’t seem to be any writing classes. 

How am I going to become a great American writer 

(with our novels next to each other on bookshelves) 

if there’s no time for creative writing?

By the way, I’ve made a slight change in my 

name. At first, I thought about starting out anew 

with a name like Mary or Sarah or Jane. Then I 

would change my look and my goals . . . but that 

didn’t seem right, so instead of  Tara-  Starr Lane . . . 

my new name is Tara*Starr Lane. . . . Isn’t that much 

more exciting looking?

I have to go now. Barb and Luke are going to 

be home from work in about a half an hour and I’ve 

got to set the table. (What wonderful meal has 

Jeannemarie prepared for your family tonight? 

Her herbed chicken? Her caramelized carrots? Her 
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chocolate parfait? Our dinner will be hamburgers, 

french fries, and beverages supplied by McDonald’s 

and delivered by Luke, and cake prepared by 

Sara Lee.)

Love,

P.S. I’m so proud of Emma for hating Miss Fine’s 

Preschool. I’ll never understand why your parents 

have to send their kids to a private preschool 

whose motto is THE PLACE FOR A FINE 

EDUCATION.

I’ve really got to go now. The Charents will be 

home any minute.
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