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STARTING OFF WITH A BANG

OCTOBER 5, 2005
WASHINETON CAPITALS VS. SHHH!
COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS TATYANA, I NEEP TO
THERE HE I8! WATCH.
TIME TO
SHOW THEM
WHAT I CAN
Po...
ooPs--
MAYBE NOT
LIKE THAT.
WHAT A HIT

BY OVECHKIN! LESS
THAN A MINUTE INTO
THIS GAME.




AND THE KID
FROM RUSSIA HAS
HAMMEREP IT HOME
FOR HIS FIRST NHL
éoal!

THAT IS
FOR YOU,
SERGEI.




THE CAPS POWN
A GOAL, SECONDS
TICKING AWAY ON THEIR
POWER PLAY . ..

AND THERE
IT IS! A PAIR FOR THE
ROOKIE. ANP THE FANS
ARE LOVING IT!




... 6oaL!
THE CAPS ARE
AHEAD 3-2!

I AM PROUD--
BUT THEY STILL
MUST WIN.

NUMBER 8
TWO MINUTES,
HOOKING.

THIRDP PERIODP

WHY PID T
TAKE A PENALTY?Z
WHAT IF I LOST
Us THE 6AME?

WE Have
TO WIN.

I MUST THANK
MY TEAM FOR GIVING
ME TWO EXCELLENT
PASSES.
IT'6 MY FIRST GAME
IN THE NHL, WE WIN AND
I SCORE TWQO &0ALS.
IT'6 A NICE START.




HITTING THE HIGHLIGHT REEL

Alex showed Caps fans and management they had
a superstar in the making. On January 13, 2006, in
his 43rd game, he hit another milestone. The Caps
were playing against the Mighty Ducks of Anaheim,
and the first period went by with no scoring. Early
in the second, Alex skated through the traffic and
popped in the first goal of the game for the Caps.
The Ducks answered back, and the score was 1-1.
The tie was short-lived because Alex once again got
in the Ducks’ zone, and this time he did a curl and
drag before blasting the puck into the back of the
net. With less than three minutes left in the third,
the Ducks scored again to tie the game. The buzzer
sounded. It was going to overtime. At 3:04 of the
overtime period, young Alex circled around a few
Ducks . .. and wheeled in to score the OT winner.
His teammates hugged him, knowing he’d won it for
the Caps — with his first NHL hat trick, no less!
Three days later, the Caps were in Phoenix facing
the Coyotes. Alex scored the first goal of the game
and picked up an assist in the second period. The
Caps were up 5-1 in the third period and set for an
easy win. That didn't stop Alex from doing what
he loves to do: score goals. In a defining moment,



Alex stormed down the ice and into the Coyotes’
zone using his strong stickhandling skills. A Coyotes
defenceman tripped him up, and he tumbled to the
ice. As he was sliding along the ice on his back, and
with only one hand on his stick, he reached for the
puck. He smacked at it, sending it into the net on
a backhand! Jaws dropped. It was an unbelievable
goal, and it has been played over and over in sports
broadcasts. It’s been called one of the greatest ever.

About a month after his highlight-reel goal, Alex
was selected for the Russian Olympic Team at the
2006 Winter Olympics in Turin, Italy. It was another
dream come true. The tournament started off well.
The Russians put on a good show in the round robin,
losing only one of the four games they played. In
the quarter-final matchup, they faced Canada. Alex
scored the first goal, which proved to be the game-
winner, and the Russians ended up taking it 2-0.
They advanced to a semifinal against Finland, which
Russia lost. They also lost the bronze-medal game.
Alex was determined to represent his country on the
Olympic stage again one day. He was proud to wear
the jersey of his home country.
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