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To all young hockey players . . . always enjoy playing 
this game as much as Alex Ovechkin! — L.S.N.
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October 5, 2005 
Washington Capitals vs. 
Columbus Blue Jackets

Time to  
show them 
what I can 

do . . .

Tatyana, 
there he is!

Shhh!  
I need to 

watch.

What a hit  
by Ovechkin! Less 
than a minute into 

this game.

Oops--
maybe not 
like that. 

STARTING OFF WITH A BANG
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And the kid 
from Russia has 

hammered it home 
for his first NHL 

goal!

That is 
for you, 
Sergei.
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The Caps down 
a goal, seconds 

ticking away on their 
power play . . .

And there  
it is! A pair for the 

rookie. and the fans 
are loving it!
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. . . Goal!  
The Caps are 

ahead 3-2!  

I am proud— 
but they still 

must win.

Third period

Number 8 
two minutes, 

hooking.

Why did I  
take a penalty? 

What if I lost 
us the game? 

We have  
to win. 

I must thank  
my team for giving 
me two excellent 

passes. 
it’s my first game  

in the NHL, we win and 
I score two goals. 

it’s a nice start. 
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Hitting the Highlight Reel 
Alex showed Caps fans and management they had 

a superstar in the making. On January 13, 2006, in 

his 43rd game, he hit another milestone. The Caps 

were playing against the Mighty Ducks of Anaheim, 

and the first period went by with no scoring. Early 

in the second, Alex skated through the traffic and 

popped in the first goal of the game for the Caps. 

The Ducks answered back, and the score was 1–1. 

The tie was short-lived because Alex once again got 

in the Ducks’ zone, and this time he did a curl and 

drag before blasting the puck into the back of the 

net. With less than three minutes left in the third, 

the Ducks scored again to tie the game. The buzzer 

sounded. It was going to overtime. At 3:04 of the 

overtime period, young Alex circled around a few 

Ducks . . . and wheeled in to score the OT winner. 

His teammates hugged him, knowing he’d won it for 

the Caps — with his first NHL hat trick, no less!  

Three days later, the Caps were in Phoenix facing 

the Coyotes. Alex scored the first goal of the game 

and picked up an assist in the second period. The 

Caps were up 5–1 in the third period and set for an 

easy win. That didn’t stop Alex from doing what 

he loves to do: score goals. In a defining moment, 
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Alex stormed down the ice and into the Coyotes’ 

zone using his strong stickhandling skills. A Coyotes 

defenceman tripped him up, and he tumbled to the 

ice. As he was sliding along the ice on his back, and 

with only one hand on his stick, he reached for the 

puck. He smacked at it, sending it into the net on 

a backhand! Jaws dropped. It was an unbelievable 

goal, and it has been played over and over in sports 

broadcasts. It’s been called one of the greatest ever.

About a month after his highlight-reel goal, Alex 

was selected for the Russian Olympic Team at the 

2006 Winter Olympics in Turin, Italy. It was another 

dream come true. The tournament started off well. 

The Russians put on a good show in the round robin, 

losing only one of the four games they played. In 

the quarter-final matchup, they faced Canada. Alex 

scored the first goal, which proved to be the game-

winner, and the Russians ended up taking it 2–0. 

They advanced to a semifinal against Finland, which 

Russia lost. They also lost the bronze-medal game. 

Alex was determined to represent his country on the 

Olympic stage again one day. He was proud to wear 

the jersey of his home country. 
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