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“Dad, look. A wildfire!” Akira Kristiansen cried. She pointed 
down the mountain trail, where a thin gray wisp of smoke  rose 
from the trees in the valley.

Akira’s  father rode just ahead of her on a black Friesian  horse 
named Elwood. Akira was riding Dodger, her chestnut gelding 
quarter  horse. Dodger had been the first one to sense the fire 
below, stopping and turning his ears  toward the smoke to let 
Akira know  there was trou ble.

Akira’s  father pulled to a stop and glanced over his shoulder. 
A first- generation Norwegian American, Lars Kristiansen 
looked like a real- life Paul Bunyan, complete with blue jeans, a 
red plaid shirt, and a bushy brown beard.

“ Don’t worry about it,” he told Akira. “I’m sure it’s nothing.”
Akira frowned.  She’d checked the fire conditions before 

 setting out on their  ride that morning. The National Weather 

RED FLAG WARNING
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Ser vice had issued a red flag warning for the Sierra Nevada range 
 today, as they did almost  every other day in the fall. A red flag 
warning meant warm temperatures, dry conditions, and strong 
winds— which all added up to the possibility of a forest fire. 
How could smoke in the foothills not be a prob lem?

Akira looked at the ground, where brittle leaves and pine 
 needles  were ready and waiting to burn. “ Shouldn’t we at least 
let Cal Fire know?” she asked.

“A  little fire is good for a forest,” her dad told her. “It gets rid 
of all the dry stuff before too much of it builds up and burns out 
of control.”

Yeah, but it seems like  there aren’t any “ little fires” anymore, 
Akira thought. Not since the temperature of the earth had 
risen nearly two degrees, and the hotter air and longer droughts 
had sucked the moisture out of every thing, making California a 
tinderbox. Now almost  every fire was a megafire that burned up 
half the state. And it was all thanks to human- caused climate 
change. Akira had learned about it in school last year, and it had 
scared her. But when  she’d come home and told her  family what 
 she’d learned, her dad said the same  thing then that he said now:

“Nature can take care of itself.”
He clicked his tongue for Elwood to walk on, clearly done 

with the subject.
Akira shook her head. Her dad had seen all the same changes 

in the Sierra Nevada that she had in the past few years: bigger, 
more frequent, more destructive wildfires. Smoke warnings that 
caused her to stay home and miss school. Drought conditions 
that had made their well run dry.
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But she knew better than to say the words climate change 
around her dad. All he would do was challenge her on it, and 
Akira  didn’t have the energy for that. Her  father got energy from 
engaging with other  people. It recharged him to be social. Akira 
was the opposite. She liked  people, but being “on” all the time 
drained her.  After a week of the normal chaos of school and 
 family, she needed  these peaceful, restorative Saturday morning 
rides with Dodger.

And arguing about climate change was definitely not 
peaceful.

Akira looked over her shoulder at the smoke and sighed. 
Then she gave Dodger a pat on his withers to let him know  she’d 
gotten his message.

“Thanks, Dodger. Every thing’s okay,” she told him.
I hope, she added silently.
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It was October, and the hillsides  were awash in oranges and 
yellows and reds and greens. Akira loved this time of year, when 
the air was crisp and cool and smelled like cedar and Douglas fir. 
 There  were a few dark clouds in the sky, but Akira knew it  wasn’t 
 going to rain.

It never rained anymore.
Akira closed her eyes and took a deep breath, letting Dodger 

have the reins. He and Elwood carried Akira and her  father 
up into a tall canopy of Ponderosa pines, where bearclover 
and white alder grew among granite boulders. The  horses 
climbed higher, to the top of the mountain, and at last Akira 
and her dad came to the place  they’d been headed all along.

A hush fell over Akira like  she’d entered a church, and her 
skin tingled.

“ ‘Do behold the King in his glory, King Sequoia,’ ” Akira’s 
 father whispered, quoting a line from the naturalist John Muir.

All around Akira and her dad  were dozens of  giant sequoias, 
some of the biggest trees on the planet. The largest sequoia  here 
was twelve feet wide, and it stretched so high up into the sky 
Akira had to crane her neck back to see the top of it. Full- grown 
 giant sequoias like  these  were called monarchs,  because they 
 were the kings and queens of trees. Some of them  were over two 
thousand years old.

Akira and her dad shared a smile. They both loved this place. 

KING SEQUOIA
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Up  here, Akira felt like she was outside of time. Like the rest 
of  the world  didn’t exist. This grove was Akira’s escape. Her 
sanctuary.

Akira hopped off Dodger and walked deeper into the grove 
while her  horse grazed. This is what it must feel like to be an 
ant among elephants, Akira thought. The  giant sequoias made her 
feel small and insignificant, but in a good way. They reminded 
her that she  wasn’t the center of the universe. That  there  were 
 things that  were far older and bigger than she was.

Her  father got down from Elwood. “Oh no,” he whispered 
theatrically. “What  will happen if your wildfire makes it all the 
way up  here?”

Akira scowled. She knew as well as her dad did that  giant 
sequoias  were adapted to withstand wildfires. Their bark was 
two feet thick, and their shaggy evergreen leaves  were high 
up,  where forest fires  couldn’t reach them.  These trees even 
needed wildfires to reproduce— their seed cones only opened up 
when exposed to extreme heat. A wildfire was never  going to 
burn  these trees down, and her  father knew it. He was baiting 
her, trying to get her to argue with him about climate change.

Akira huffed and turned away. Why did her dad have to ruin 
this?  These rides into the mountains  were when Akira felt 
 closest to her  father. He was the one who’d taught her the names 
of all the plants and animals in the forest, and all the facts about 
 giant sequoias. Who’d taught her how to recharge her batteries 
in nature.

How could her  father be wrong about climate change, but 
right about every thing  else?
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Akira shook her head. She  wasn’t  going to bite. She  wasn’t 
 going to argue. This was her day. Her time away from every­
thing, in her favorite place in the  whole world. And she  wasn’t 
 going to let anybody spoil it.

“Whoa! Cool!” a girl’s voice shouted  behind her, and Akira 
jumped.

0i_378_9781338735673.indd   70i_378_9781338735673.indd   7 5/6/22   10:21 AM5/6/22   10:21 AM


	0000_001_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0000_002_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0000_003_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0000_004_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0000_005_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0000_006_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0001_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0002_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0003_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0004_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0005_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0006_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0007_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0008_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0009_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0010_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0011_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0012_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0013_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0014_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0015_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0016_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0017_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0018_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0019_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0020_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0021_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0022_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0023_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0024_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0025_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0026_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0027_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0028_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0029_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0030_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0031_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0032_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0033_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0034_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0035_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0036_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0037_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0038_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0039_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0040_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0041_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0042_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0043_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0044_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0045_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0046_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0047_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0048_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0049_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0050_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0051_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0052_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0053_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0054_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0055_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0056_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0057_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0058_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0059_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0060_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0061_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0062_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0063_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0064_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0065_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0066_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0067_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0068_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0069_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0070_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0071_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0072_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0073_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0074_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0075_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0076_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0077_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0078_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0079_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0080_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0081_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0082_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0083_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0084_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0085_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0086_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0087_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0088_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0089_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0090_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0091_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0092_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0093_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0094_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0095_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0096_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0097_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0098_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0099_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0100_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0101_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0102_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0103_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0104_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0105_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0106_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0107_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0108_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0109_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0110_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0111_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0112_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0113_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0114_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0115_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0116_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0117_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0118_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0119_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0120_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0121_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0122_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0123_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0124_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0125_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0126_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0127_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0128_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0129_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0130_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0131_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0132_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0133_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0134_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0135_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0136_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0137_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0138_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0139_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0140_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0141_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0142_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0143_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0144_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0145_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0146_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0147_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0148_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0149_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0150_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0151_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0152_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0153_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0154_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0155_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0156_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0157_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0158_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0159_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0160_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0161_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0162_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0163_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0164_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0165_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0166_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0167_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0168_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0169_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0170_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0171_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0172_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0173_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0174_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0175_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0176_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0177_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0178_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0179_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0180_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0181_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0182_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0183_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0184_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0185_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0186_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0187_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0188_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0189_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0190_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0191_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0192_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0193_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0194_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0195_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0196_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0197_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0198_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0199_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0200_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0201_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0202_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0203_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0204_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0205_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0206_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0207_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0208_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0209_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0210_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0211_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0212_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0213_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0214_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0215_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0216_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0217_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0218_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0219_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0220_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0221_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0222_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0223_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0224_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0225_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0226_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0227_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0228_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0229_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0230_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0231_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0232_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0233_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0234_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0235_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0236_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0237_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0238_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0239_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0240_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0241_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0242_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0243_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0244_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0245_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0246_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0247_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0248_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0249_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0250_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0251_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0252_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0253_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0254_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0255_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0256_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0257_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0258_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0259_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0260_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0261_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0262_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0263_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0264_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0265_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0266_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0267_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0268_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0269_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0270_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0271_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0272_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0273_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0274_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0275_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0276_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0277_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0278_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0279_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0280_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0281_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0282_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0283_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0284_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0285_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0286_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0287_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0288_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0289_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0290_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0291_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0292_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0293_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0294_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0295_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0296_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0297_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0298_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0299_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0300_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0301_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0302_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0303_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0304_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0305_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0306_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0307_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0308_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0309_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0310_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0311_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0312_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0313_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0314_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0315_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0316_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0317_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0318_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0319_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0320_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0321_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0322_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0323_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0324_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0325_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0326_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0327_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0328_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0329_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0330_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0331_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0332_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0333_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0334_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0335_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0336_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0337_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0338_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0339_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0340_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0341_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0342_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0343_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0344_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0345_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0346_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0347_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0348_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0349_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0350_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0351_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0352_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0353_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0354_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0355_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0356_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0357_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0358_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0359_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0360_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0361_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0362_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0363_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0364_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0365_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0366_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0367_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0368_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0369_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0370_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0371_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0372_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0373_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0374_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0375_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0376_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0377_9781338735673_interior_epdf
	0378_9781338735673_interior_epdf



