
an imprint of Scholastic Inc.
Cartwheel Books

by Lucille Colandro
Illustrated by Jared Lee

01_32_9781338726695.indd   101_32_9781338726695.indd   1 9/8/20   3:08 PM9/8/20   3:08 PM



Text copyright © 2021 by Lucille Colandro.

Illustrations copyright © 2021 by Jared D. Lee Studios.

All rights reserved. Published by Scholastic Inc., Publishers since 1920. scholastic, 
cartwheel books, and associated logos are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of 

Scholastic Inc.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 

transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 

recording, or otherwise, without written permission of the publisher. For information 

regarding permission, write to Scholastic Inc., Attention: Permissions Department, 557 

Broadway, New York, NY 10012.

This book is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are either the 

product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously, and any resemblance to 

actual persons, living or dead, business establishments, events, or locales is entirely 

coincidental.

ISBN 978-1-338-72669-5

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1                    21 22 23 24 25

Printed in the U.S.A.     40

First printing, January 2021

For Martha and Sally, a true oasis of friendship.
– L.C.

In memory of our beloved Skipper, who was the inspiration 
for the little black dog who appears in The Old Lady books.

– J.L. and P.J.L.
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She swallowed the snake to hide in the sand. 

She swallowed the sand to plant the cactus. 
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I don’t know why she swallowed a cactus.

But it took lots of practice.
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