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AN UNEXPECTED 

PRIZE

Most places on Whale Island are known for 
being beautiful and tranquil, but there’s one 
exception to the rule: Mouseford 
Academy! Students from all over the 
world come to study at the famouse school, 
making it a lively, energetic, 
and not particularly quiet place. 
Usually most students leave campus 

for vacation in the summer. But this year was 
unusual: It was late June, and one classroom 
at Mouseford was still overflowing with mice! 
“This archaeology seminar was a huge 

success!” Nicky commented as she looked 
around the room.
“I know,” Paulina agreed, nodding. “I 
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didn’t think there would be so many 
archaeology enthusiasts!”
Colette laughed. “If you ask me, I’d say 

some of the mice in this room are more 
passionate about the extra credit they’ll 
get for attending the seminar than they are 
for ancient times,” she said.

An Unexpected Prize
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Her friends immediately knew who Colette 
was talking about: the Ruby Crew. They were 
sitting a few rows away, with their notebooks 
closed and bored expressions 
on their snouts.

An Unexpected Prize
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“Luckily, today is the last day of this torture,” 
the Thea Sisters heard Zoe tell her friends.
“I know,” Ruby agreed eagerly. “The 

second this class is over, I’m hopping on my 
mother’s yacht and sailing to a pr ivate 
island. I’m spending the rest of the summer 
at a fabumouse luxury resort!”
At that moment, headmaster Octavius de 

Mousus cleared his throat and began to squeak. 
“Students, during this summer course, 

you’ve worked hard and completed some 
interesting projects,” he said proudly. 
“You’ve all done excellent work.
“The group of students who received the 

highest grade on the final project is Colette, 
Nicky, Paulina, Pamela, and Violet,” he 
continued. “Their website dedicated to 
revealing the history of Whale Island was 
an enormouse success!”

An Unexpected Prize
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Ruby rolled her eyes. “Does it really matter 
who got the highest grade?” she muttered 
to her friend Connie. “I mean, we all get 
extra credit just for taking this boring 
class.”
But the headmaster’s next words knocked 

the grin right off Ruby’s snout. 
“I’ve also decided to award a special 

prize for the best project,” he said. “These 
five students will have the opportunity to 
travel to Turkey for an archaeological 
excavation at Hierapolis!” 
The Thea Sisters jumped to their paws: 

Had they understood correctly? 
Would they get to work 
with a real  team 
of archaeologists?
“Sounds like a great 

prize,” Ruby snickered. 

An Unexpected Prize
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“Who wants to spend her vacation working 
hard on a dusty old dig in the hot sun?”
“The archaeological site at Hierapolis is 

located near Pamukkale, a town famouse for 
its fascinating and beautiful travertine 
terraces and hot springs.”
Ruby stopped squeaking immediately and 

regarded the Thea Sisters enviously.  
At that moment, Professor Sparkle burst 

into the classroom.
“Please forgive the intrusion, Headmaster,” 

he interrupted. “But I’m afraid there’s a 
problem with the reservations for the 
students traveling to Turkey!” 
The Thea Sisters glanced at one another: 

Was their dream going to be dashed so 
quickly? They had only just found about the 
incredible trip!

An Unexpected Prize
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