
Dear mouse friends,
Welcome to the world of





The RodenT’s GazeTTe

Editorial Staff



Geronimo Stilton
A learned and brainy 
mouse; editor of  

The Rodent’s Gazette

Thea Stilton
Geronimo’s sister and  
special correspondent at  
The Rodent’s Gazette

Trap Stilton
An awful joker; 

Geronimo’s cousin and 
owner of the store  
Cheap Junk for Less

Benjamin Stilton
A sweet and loving  
nine-year-old mouse;  
Geronimo’s favorite 

nephew



Scholastic Inc.

THE CHOCOLATE CHASE



If you purchased this book without a cover, you should be aware that this book 
is stolen property. It was reported as “unsold and destroyed” to the publisher, 
and neither the author nor the publisher has received any payment for this 
“stripped book.”

Copyright © 2016 by Edizioni Piemme S.p.A., Palazzo Mondadori, Via 
Mondadori 1, 20090 Segrate, Italy. International Rights © Atlantyca S.p.A. 
English translation © 2017 by Atlantyca S.p.A.

The publisher does not have any control over and does not assume any 
responsibility for author or third-party websites or their content.

GERONIMO STILTON names, characters, and related indicia are copyright, 
trademark, and exclusive license of Atlantyca S.p.A. All rights reserved. The 
moral right of the author has been asserted. Based on an original idea by 
Elisabetta Dami. www.geronimostilton.com

Published by Scholastic Inc., Publishers since 1920, 557 Broadway, New 
York, NY 10012. SCHOLASTIC and associated logos are trademarks and/or  
registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc. 

Stilton is the name of a famous English cheese. It is a registered trademark 
of the Stilton Cheese Makers’ Association. For more information, go to  
www.stiltoncheese.com. 

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photo-
copying, recording, or otherwise, without written permission of the copyright 
holder. For information regarding permission, please contact: Atlantyca 
S.p.A., Via Leopardi 8, 20123 Milan, Italy; e-mail foreignrights@atlantyca.it, 
www.atlantyca.com.

This book is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are 
either the product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously, and any 
resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, business establishments, events, 
or locales is entirely coincidental.

ISBN 978-1-338-15915-8

Text by Geronimo Stilton 
Original title Lo strano caso del ladro di cioccolato 
Cover by Danilo Barozzi 
Illustrations by Danilo Loizedda (design), Antonio Campo (pencils),  
and Daria Cerchi and Serena Gianoli (color)  
Graphics by Michela Battaglin

Special thanks to Anna Bloom 
Translated by Anna Pizzelli 
Interior design by Kevin Callahan/BNGO Books

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 17 18 19 20 21

Printed in the U.S.A.  40

First printing 2017



Ready foR 
anything!

I stood on the roof of the Rodent’s Gazette 
office building and admired the view. Little 
birds chirped from flowered branches, the 
breeze blew softly through my whiskers, 

and the sun was shining brightly. 
What a perfect day for New Mouse City’s 

annual Spring Festival! 
Everymouse looked forward 
to celebrating the end 
of winter and spending 
time with friends and 

family. There were 
fun activities 
scheduled all 
over town.

What a mouserific day!



But first, it was my turn to take care of our 
newspaper’s vegetable  garden .
I was watering the plants, when a sudden 

loud voice scared the cheddar out of me.
“Mr. Stilton!” my assistant, Mousella, 

cried. “What are you still doing up here? It’s 
very late!” 
“Moldy mozzarella!” I squeaked. “Don’t 

sneak up on me like that!” I leaned over to 

grab the rake I’d left on the ground. 
But I stepped on the end and —

M

r. 
Stilt

on! It’s late!

What?

Ready foR anything!



The handle hit me smack in the middle of 
my snout! Ouch!
I saw cheese stars! I stumbled across the 

roof, holding my head in my paws. 
“Mr. Stilton, watch out for the fertilizer . . .”  

Mousella cried.
But it was too late! I fell tail first right into 

the smelly fertilizer. 

Yuck!

Ouch!

BAAAAANG!

Ready foR anything!



This was not a good look for me. I am 
Geronimo Stilton, editor in chief of the 
Rodent’s Gazette, the most famouse 
newspaper on Mouse Island! 
At least the Rodent’s Gazette’s garden 

looked fabumouse. We’re very proud of it. 
We grow flowers, VEGETABLES, and 
a few small citrus trees. We even have some 
beehives to produce delicious honey.
“I hope you have a change of clothing, Mr. 

Stilton.” Mousella sighed. “That fertilizer 
smells like rotten Gorgonzola!”
“Of course! Today I am ready for 

anything!”
“Are you sure?” Mousella asked. 
“Today is the Spring Festival. The 

Rodent’s Gazette needs all paws on deck 
to cover every moment for our readers! Are 
you coming? Do you have your flyer?” 
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Ready foR anything!



I hope you 

have a 

change of 

clothing!

Oh no!



“But that’s why I came up here, Mr. 
Stilton. You’re late for your staff meeting!” 
Squeak, what a disaster!
“I tried calling. Is your cell phone off?” 
“Holey Swiss cheese, you’re 

right!” I cried, pulling my phone out of my 

In New Mouse City, everyone

cele
brate

s spring by giving one

ano
ther 

yummy chocolate eggs.

Spring 
Festival 

DON’T MISS . . .
• The Baking Competition

• The Mousebergé Egg Exhibit

• The Egg Hunt

Ready foR anything!



pocket. It had been off the whole morning! I 
tried dusting some of the fertilizer from my 
dirty clothes. “I’ll just have to go like this. 
Come on!” 
It was my meeting — they couldn’t start 

without me!
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I t
ri

ed
 c

al
lin

g.
My cell phone is off!

Ready foR anything!
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