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For Trina Crosby, a great hockey mom. 
— L.S.N.
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Early Years

C ole Harbour is a small town 15 minutes from 

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. Cole Harbour might be 

known for its beaches, but it’s famous for being the 

“Home of Sidney Crosby.”

Sidney Patrick Crosby was born on August 7, 

1987, in Halifax to Trina and Troy Crosby, but he 

grew up in Cole Harbour. The Crosbys were a hockey 

family. Sidney’s dad had played in net for the Verdun 

Junior Canadiens, in the Quebec Major Junior 

Hockey League. He was drafted 240th overall by the 

Montreal Canadiens in 1984, but never played at the 

NHL level. Sidney’s mom was always driving and 

helping behind the scenes. Younger sister, Taylor, 

was a goalie. She loved it when her big brother took 

shots on her!

Sidney was a natural. At the age of two, he could 

hold a hockey stick properly. At three, he was 

amazingly steady on his skates. When he was five, 

he started playing minor hockey in the Timbits 

program, making plays on the ice that other kids 

couldn’t. Coaches were watching him and people 

were talking. Could he be the next “Great One?” He 

was moved to a team of older players. By the time he 

was seven, he was playing with ten-year-olds. 

He loved to practise on the ice, but he also loved to 

practise at home. He played for hours in his basement, 

shooting pucks in an unfinished area his parents set 

up for him. Shot after shot hit the old dryer, and the 

dents grew. Upstairs his parents could tell what he’d 

hit — dryer, steel post, cement wall — by the sound 

the puck made. 

Out of the Basement
Even at a young age, Sidney could think fast on his 

feet. One coach recalls watching the ten-year-old  

in action. Sidney had the puck below the goal line, 

almost behind the net. He saw that a teammate 

was open, but he didn’t have a line to him. Sidney 

bounced the puck off the net, right onto the stick of 

his teammate, who scored.  

Where is the 
Crosby family 

dryer now?

it's on display at  
the Nova Scotia Sport Hall 
of fame in Halifax, along 

with other memorabilia that 
Sidney and his family  

donated. 
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Not realizing how good he was, his grandmother, 

“Nanny Crosby,” told him she would give him a 

dollar for every goal he scored. She thought it would 

be around 20 dollars. He scored 159 goals! Sidney 

told his grandmother that she didn’t have to pay 

him — it was too much! — but she insisted. 

In 2001–02, when he was 14, he played for the 

Dartmouth Subways U18 team. In 74 games he had 

95 goals and 98 assists! Unfortunately, his incredible 

scoring didn’t make everyone happy. His speed and 

skill made him a target. 

Sidney was not small for his age, 

but played against older boys who 

were usually bigger than he was. 

AWAY GAME

But how  
can we afford 

that?

Hit 
him!

There’s  
that Crosby kid. 
is he really that 

good? 

Well, he does  
score more goals than  
anyone else. And he’s 

only fourteen. 

They’re 
trying to 
hurt him!

We have to  
do something 
about this.

We think it  
would be better for 

you to go play at that 
school in Minnesota. 

Safer.

Don’t you  
worry. We’ll figure 

something out.

Halifax Centennial Arena
winter, 2002

YEAH!



Shattuck-St. Mary’s, 
Minnesota, U.S.A.

Fall, 2002

No one  
knows who we  

are here.

What?!

Who’s the 
new kid?

Pfft.  
I can beat 

this.

I don’t know 
anyone. Maybe this 

was a mistake?

wow.  
This place 

is huge.

New Kid 
doesn’t look 

like much.

Hey, Alberta! 
Wanna cookie?

Gimme 
one!

a week later

You know it! 
She makes 
the best!

I dunno,  
Nova Scotia! 

 Did your mom 
make ’em

I think he’s 
from canada.

Huh?

I like how 
they put us 
Canadians 
together.

I know! 
We’re HHockey’s 

AAnonymous BBros...
the HABHAB squad!

I miss mom and  
dad. I even miss 

Taylor. But I think 
I’m gonna be  

oK here. 

What?! 
Take that!

HABS? 
never!




