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Ricky Ricotta and his Mighty Robot 

sat on the front steps of their house. 

They were bored.

CHAPTER ONE

THE FORT
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“We are going shopping,” said 

Ricky’s mother. “I don’t want you 

boys making a mess while we are 

gone!”

“A mess?” said Ricky. “When 

have we ever made a mess?”
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“Every time you jump in a mud 

puddle, you make a big mess,” said 

Ricky’s mother. 

“Oh, yeah,” said Ricky.

QG_o2835_rickyricotta_INT.indd   7 10/19/15   1:47 PM



“And every time you climb a tree, 

you make a big mess!” said Ricky’s 

mother.

“Oh, yeah,” said Ricky.
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“And every time you chew 

bubble gum, you make a big mess!” 

said Ricky’s mother.

“Oh, yeah,” said Ricky.
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“I know,” said Ricky’s father. “Why 

don’t you boys build a fort?” 

“A fort?” said Ricky.

“Yes,” said Ricky’s father. “You can 

use tree branches, or cardboard boxes, 

or even old pieces of metal and wood 

to make a fort!”

“That sounds like fun,” said Ricky.
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“Great!” said Ricky’s father. “Just 

remember, you must clean up after 

yourselves when you are done playing.”

“We will,” said Ricky.
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“Good-bye,” said Ricky’s mother. 

“And remember: NO MESSES!”

“Don’t worry,” said Ricky.
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Ricky and his Mighty Robot 

walked around town looking for 

things they could use to make 

their fort.

Ricky found a stick.

Ricky’s Mighty Robot found 

a piece of string. 
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Then Ricky and his Mighty Robot 

found something even better.

At the edge of town, the mayor 

and the city planner were looking 

up at a rickety, old building.
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“We must tear this old building 

down,” said Mayor Munster.

“It will be a big job,” said the city 

planner. “It will take lots of time and 

cost lots of money.”
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Ricky got an idea. 

“Mr. Mayor,” said Ricky, “my 

Mighty Robot will tear this building 

down for free if you let us keep all 

the pieces.”

“Really?” said Mayor Munster. 

“It’s a deal!”
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So Ricky’s Mighty Robot began 

taking the building apart, piece by 

piece. He stacked all the pieces in 

a nice, neat pile.

“This is perfect!” said Ricky. 

“Now we have everything we need 

for our fort!”
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