
Understanding the Text—Comprehension

1.  What were Big Dog’s injuries? (p. 99)

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Why were the doctors worried? (p. 99)

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

3.   What was the response to the news that Big Dog was in the hospital? (p. 100) Why would that be 

a problem for the hospital?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

4.   What did Shawn and Smitty see when they were first allowed to see Big Dog? (p. 101) How did 

that make them feel?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

5.   The author uses hindsight on pages 102–103. What were the “if onlys” Smitty was feeling? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

6.  What was accomplished at the team meeting on Thursday night?

Use the t-chart to show the decision-making process.

To Row (+) Not to Row (–)
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