
SCHOLASTIC INC.

by Simcha Whitehill

WFIRST PARTNER  



©2017 The Pokémon Company International. ©1995-2017 Nintendo/
Creatures Inc./GAME FREAK inc. TM, ®, and character names are  

trademarks of Nintendo. 

All rights reserved. Published by Scholastic Inc., Publishers since 1920. 
scholastic and associated logos are trademarks and/or registered trademarks 

of Scholastic Inc.

The publisher does not have any control over and does not assume any 
responsibility for author or third-party websites or their content.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written permission of the 
publisher. For information regarding permission, write to Scholastic Inc., 
Attention: Permissions Department, 557 Broadway, New York, NY 10012.

This book is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are 
either the product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously, and any 
resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, business establishments, events, 

or locales is entirely coincidental.

ISBN 978-1-338-18533-1

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1                   17 18 19 20 21

Printed in the U.S.A.        161

First printing 2017

Designed by Kay Petronio



W
PIKACHU
MOUSE POKÉMON

Imperial Height: 1'04"

Imperial Weight: 13.2 lbs.

Metric Height: 0.4 m

Metric Weight: 6.0 kg

Type: ELECTRIC
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U
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Pikachu naturally stores up electricity in its body, and 
it needs to discharge that energy on a regular basis to 
maintain good health. To take advantage of this, some 
have suggested creating a Pikachu-fueled power plant.
Forget beauty sleep; the Mouse Pokémon needs a 

good night’s rest for sheer battle strength. Pikachu’s 
red cheeks are filled with electric power that recharges 
while it rests. So if you spot a sleeping Pikachu in the 
forest, be sure to keep quiet. You don’t want to wake it 
up—it’s important Pikachu gets its shut-eye! 
Pikachu often zap first, ask questions later. Their first 

response to seeing new things and even people can be 
a Thunderbolt. So don’t be shocked if you get shocked 
when you meet a wild Pikachu!
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COSPLAY 
PIKACHU

While traveling through Kalos, Ash and his friends 
stumbled upon the largest Pikachu habitat they’d ever 
seen! The estate belonged to Pikachu fanatic Frank, a 
director who dreams of making a movie about a place 
called Pikachuland. 
When Frank met Ash’s pal Pikachu, he insisted it play 

the lead role in the movie, and a star was born!  
Here are some of the other Pikachu actors from the 

movie in their costumes—thus, the name Cosplay Pikachu. 

PIKACHU LIBRE

PIKACHU, PHD
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PIKACHU POP STAR

PIKACHU BELLE PIKACHU ROCK STAR
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THE DAY 
ASH MET 
PIKACHU

Ash overslept the day he got to pick his first partner 
Pokémon out at Professor Oak’s lab. Since he was the last 
to arrive, the traditional Kanto first partner Pokémon—
Bulbasaur, Squirtle, and Charmander—had all been 
claimed by other new Trainers. 
There was only one Pokémon left, but Professor Oak 

wasn’t sure if it was a good idea to pair a new Trainer with 
a Pokémon that had been returned to him three times. The 
Pokémon in question? Pikachu! 

Now I know what you’re thinking: 
Pikachu is one of the coolest 

Pokémon ever. It’s traveled 
everywhere with Ash 
as his best friend. 
And it’s all true—Ash 
and Pikachu are 
inseparable, they’ve 
fought hundreds of 
battles together, and 

they have a special bond. 

HOW DID ASH AND PIKACHU’S STORY 
BEGIN? READ ON TO FIND OUT!



But friendships take time to build. No pair just instantly 
becomes best friends. Certainly not Pikachu and Ash. In 
fact, on day one, you could say Pikachu saw Ash as the 
enemy! 
But Ash was determined to win over the picky Pikachu. 

Now that he was finally ten, Ash wasn’t going to let 
anything stop him from becoming a Pokémon Trainer. 
However, Ash soon discovered it wasn’t easy training 

a Pokémon rebel. When he welcomed Pikachu with a big 
hug, the Mouse Pokémon zapped him. Then it refused to 
go into its Poké Ball. 
As they headed into the woods to begin their journey, 

Ash pleaded with Pikachu to give him a chance, but it 
was no use. So Ash let Pikachu roam free, hoping to earn 
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