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SPARKEING-EYED CHIES

JANUARY 15, 1929

Baby boy born,
eyes sparkling.
Martin.

Came into this “Jim Crow” world
brought daylight to

this unfair world,

this legal-to-cheat blacks world,
with God-given gifts:

big voice,

sharp mind,

sparkling-eyed vision

that could see something special
in tomorrow’s promise.

He studied
oratory,
sociology,
theology,
and excelled.

When he became

a full-grown man,

he found a place in history
as he fulfilled his destiny to
fight for full equality:

as scholar,

preacher,

believer,

and teacher of what it means to dream.
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With those sparkling eyes always looking ahead,

Martin found the path
of light, of love, and truth,
the Bible, his beacon.

He stepped right up to the teachings

that nourished the world’s greatest minds:

Lincoln,

Thoreau,

Tolstoy—

and Gandhi, (whose heart was warmed
by the wisdom woven

in the Sermon on the Mount.)

These greats were Martin’s North Star.
The compass :
that led him to the mountaintop.

He knew, deep down, he had to cllm’b
to reach the promised land— =
along with his close compamon

Nonviolence.

N
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~ And so,
~ Martin took that trip.

Rode
the Montgomery bus boycott.

Strode

through Selma.
Wrote

a letter from Birmingham Jail.
Marched

on Washington
where he told his eager followers:
“I have a dream!”




On that unforgettable day—

glorious,

triumphant—

on that peace-filled afternoon,

when not one drop of violence spilled,
what did the now-a-man,

who was once

the gifted child with sparkling eyes,

see into Future’s face?
Did he know what Horizon’s hand held?

Did he understand that to be born
with so many gifts
was a privilege that had a price?

Howr could he know?
How could he foretell?

To come so far,
to stand so high,
all he knew
was that he had to keep climbing
to the top
of the mountain
at all costs.

It seems that Martin

the sparkling-eyed child born
leader of his people

was put here to do

just that. ;






